Fall Education Day 

CamelidynamicsTM
presented by Marty McGee Bennett

Face it.  Most of us in the alpaca industry were smitten the first time we looked into those eyes...  so sweet, so expressive and so demure.  We were promised that alpacas were the ultimate huggable investment. Huggable, huggable?  

No one would argue that alpacas look huggable but as many of us know, lay one hand on them and off yonder they dance, as far away from you as possible, taking the entire herd away with them. Worse, maybe you have been spit at, kicked at or bruised and battered when you have attempted to administer routine care such as injections, toe nail trimming, or wish to check their body condition score. It may have even crossed your mind, “What am I doing wrong?” or “Does it have to be this way?”

No, it does not need to be like this!  Alpaca Ontario is excited to present the upcoming seminar on alpaca handling and training, presented by Marty McGee Bennett of CamelidynamicsTM fame. Let Marty, who modeled the CamelidynamicsTM approach to training alpacas and their handlers after the work on animal training by Linda Tellington-Jones (the TTeam and TTouch methods), help you learn new handling skills and renew your confidence in managing your alpacas.  Topics to be covered in the one-day seminar include:

• Camelidynamics and the 4 Point Approach

• The basics of balance and the physics of animal handling

• Herding

• Catching

• Haltering and halter fitting

• Organizing your farm

• Using bodywork as means of communication with your llama or alpaca
To find out more about Marty McGee Bennett and the Camelidynamics™ approach to training alpacas and their handlers, visit her web-site at www.camelidynamics.com.

This seminar will take a hands-on approach where you are invited to bring your own alpaca or two so that you can learn the CamelidynamicsTM techniques on your own alpacas.  

Three one-day CamelidynamicsTM sessions are planned for October 20, October 21 and October 22.  Participants will choose to attend the Friday, Saturday or the Sunday session.

Because of space limitations in her sessions and to allow as many of our members to participate in this educational opportunity as possible, we must limit the number of participants to 2 people per farm membership.  

Early-bird registration for this event is open only to Alpaca Ontario members.  After the early-bird date (August 31), any available spaces will be offered to non-members and additional AO members. All spaces will be filled on a first-come first-served basis.

Register early to avoid disappointment!

Alpacas for Seminar

You are encouraged to bring your own alpaca or two to this event.  While you may be tempted to bring one that already handles well, you will derive maximum benefit from this Camelidynamics seminar if you bring an alpaca that is not well trained or has some sort of difficulty. Please consider bringing an alpaca with some specific quirk, i.e. spitting, a dislike of grooming, a dislike of having their head touched, animals who kick, nervous animals, animals that won’t be led, etc.  An untrained weanling and/or a mother and young baby are also good for demonstration. A couple of animals with really dramatic behaviour will make the seminar more fun, educational, and interesting, not to mention memorable!

Please make sure that you bring along your own hay and whatever grain or supplement your animal likes to eat. If you are coming from a distance and are planning on staying the night, your alpaca can be housed at the training facility. There is no additional charge for pens. Alternatively, you may wish to house your alpaca overnight in your trailer.

Do not worry if you are unable to bring your own alpaca, there are other alpacas and llamas on site on which you may practice your new training skills. Alternatively, other participants may be willing to share theirs.

BVDV

Because of the potential devastating effects of BVD in alpacas, Alpaca Ontario will require that all alpacas brought to the Camelidynamics seminar have had the blood test done to prove that they are not Persistently Infected (PI) with the virus. PI animals are the main source of the spread of the virus and since the only way to be PI is to be born PI, a negative blood test is only needed once in an animal’s life time to prove that it is not PI. Therefore, the test can have been done any time prior to the Camelidynamics seminar.

There are several tests for detecting BVD virus. Please ensure that your vet discusses the appropriate test with the virologist at the lab he or she will be using, before coming to take the blood sample. In Ontario, BVD virus testing is done only at the Animal Health Lab in Guelph and it will be either a PCR test or Virus Isolation test on buffy coat cells with blood drawn in a purple stopper tube. Please be sure that your vet knows the test needed is for the presence of the virus itself (not the antibody test) and that the purpose of the test is to make sure that the alpaca is not PI. It is advisable to have the blood drawn and sent on a Monday or Tuesday.

A copy of the lab report with the alpaca’s identifying information (microchip number or full name if CLAA registered or microchip number, ear tag or tattoo number if not CLAA registered) must be presented prior to unloading the alpaca at the seminar. Lab reports that identify the alpaca by its name only must also be accompanied by the CLAA certificate so that we can verify its identity by reading the microchip. If the alpaca is not CLAA registered, please ensure that the lab report identifies the alpaca by its microchip, ear tag or tattoo number rather than its name.

Since there is no way of guaranteeing that there are no acutely infected, as opposed to persistently infected, alpacas at this seminar, or alpacas with other unapparent illnesses or parasites, Alpaca Ontario would like to remind you that good biosecurity also means that any alpacas that have been away from your farm (for example, at this seminar) should be quarantined for 3-4 weeks on return to your farm before being placed back in with the rest of your herd.

For more information on BVD virus and alpacas, visit the CLAA web-site, www.claacanada.com and click on “Articles”.  

Schedule

8:30 – 9:00
Registration and pick-up materials

9:00 – 12:30
Seminar – Marty McGee Bennett

12:30 – 1:30
Lunch (provided)

1:30 – 4:30
Seminar – Marty McGee Bennett

Short refreshment breaks will also be offered during the day and scheduled as per Marty’s wishes.

If you are bringing your own alpacas, please ensure that they have arrived prior to 8:00 am so there is ample time to get them settled and their identification and BVD lab reports checked before registration!

Location

The Camelidynamics seminar will be held at Sonny's Llama Farm, a llama and alpaca training facility, located at 809 Fernlea Sideroad South just south of Hwy #3, east of Courtland, Ontario.  The facility is half way between Delhi and Tillsonburg and is approximately one hour’s drive from the 401.

Accommodations

Blocks of rooms have been reserved at the following hotels until September 15:

Comfort Inn, 85 Queensway East, Simcoe.  519-426-2611
$85 per person

Best Western, 203 Queensway West, Simcoe.  519-426-2125  $110 per person (may be less)

Travelodge, 385 Queensway West, Simcoe.  519-426-4751  $100 per person (may be less)

When you are booking, please make sure that you mention Alpaca Ontario in order to receive these rates.

There are also several B&Bs in the area.  Visit www.southcoastbb.com for more information. Those in the Port Dover, Port Rowan, Simcoe, Delhi, and St. Williams areas are within a half hour drive of Sonny’s Llama Farm.

Registration

Alpaca Ontario presents CamelidynamicsTM by Marty McGee Bennett

	Name(s):
	
	Farm Name:
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Phone:
	

	Address:
	
	
	

	
	
	Email:
	


No. of people attending (limit 2 per Farm Member) ______

No. of alpacas attending (limit 2 per farm) ______
Gender of alpaca (M
(F

Describe any behavioural issues with this alpaca.  (This will assist in planning.) 

	

	


My alpaca will need a pen for the night before the seminar.
Yes (

No (
My alpaca will need a pen for the night of the seminar.

Yes (

No (
Session Preference (Mark 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices)

Friday, October 20

1st( 
2nd(
3rd( 

Saturday, October 21

1st( 
2nd(
3rd(
Sunday, October 22

1st( 
2nd(
3rd(
I/we are flexible as to date
Yes (

No (
@ $110 per person (AO member) if postmarked by September 1, 2006

=  _________

(Early-bird)










@ $125 per person (AO member) if postmarked after September 1, 2006

=  _________

(final deadline October 15, 2006)  







@ $150 per person (non-member) if postmarked after September 1, 2006
=  _________

(final deadline October 15, 2006)  







I am not presently a member of Alpaca Ontario and would like to join:

Annual farm membership (half year) $50





=  _________

Web link from AO web-site to your web-site (half year) $12


=  _________

Total









=  _________

Please make cheque payable to Alpaca Ontario and mail to:

Catherine Timms

417 Tice Road, R.R.#1, Ridgeville, ON  L0S 1M0

Early-bird deadline:
Postmarked by September 1, 2006

Final deadline:

Postmarked by October 15, 2006

Reminder:  Early-bird registration is open only to Alpaca Ontario members.  After September 1, any spaces left will be offered to non-members and members’ additional family members.

Register now to avoid disappointment!

Alpaca Ontario is pleased to announce that a third session has been added for Friday, October 20!











